
 

Advent, the four weeks before Christmas, is a time of prepara-

tion.  We decorate our church and our homes.  We send Christmas 

cards.  We bake and cook and prepare to welcome family.  We 

shop and wrap presents.  We watch Christmas specials on televi-

sion, listen to Christmas music and attend special parties, concerts, 

and programs.  And sometimes all of that preparation can stress us 

out.  Some of us feel pressure, not pleasure, when it comes to get-

ting ready for Christmas. 

 

This year we will try to return to the simple and divine pur-

pose of Christmas.  During Advent the sermons will be based on the 

Christmas story and the book The Purpose of Christmas@ by Rick 

Warren who also wrote The Purpose-Driven Life@.  There will also 

be a Bible Study on Wednesday nights at 6:30 centered on the book.  

The Bible Study will begin December 3 and last for three weeks.  

You can buy a copy of the book here at church for $20 and re-gift it 

after the study, but the book is not necessary to enjoy the sermon se-

ries and the Bible Study.   

 

We will look at three purposes of Christmas: celebration, sal-

vation, and reconciliation.  We will look at the place of each of these 

in our lives and in our Christmas preparations.  Through the ser-

mons and the study, I hope that we will come to a deeper apprecia-

tion of the gift that is given to us each year at Christmas.  By taking 

time to slow down, listen, read, and consider, you will receive the 

gift of Jesus, God in the flesh, the best gift ever given.  Behold, a 

maiden will be with child and bear a son, and she will call his name 

God with us.@  (Isaiah 7:14) 
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The first three Wednes-

days in December, Rev. Karen 

will lead a Bible Study on The 

Purpose of Christmas.  The 

study will last one hour and be-

gin at 6:30.  You should bring 

your Bibles.  You can also pur-

chase a copy of the book at 

church for $20 but buying the 

book is not necessary for partici-

pating in the Bible Study. 

 

On November 6 we had a 

wonderful evening at Wedge-

wood.  In one evening the youth 

made over $1,000 for the Youth 

Fund from the spaghetti dinner 

and the Finance Committee 

made over $6,000 for the Build-

ing Fund.  But even better was 

the support and help from the 

entire church.  So many people 

helped that it would be impossi-

ble to list them all.  We do want 

to offer special thanks to and for 

Jane Bowser for putting together 

the great baskets.  Heather W. 

for all her work getting us items 

and an up-to-date list for the live 

auction - not easy to do when 

people bring new items every 

day the week of the auction!  

Paul and Sheila Green for setting 

up the nuts and bolts of the auc-

tion, preparing the numbers, and 

taking the money.  Doug Mere-

dith and the other members of 

the Finance Committee who 

helped set up.  We also want to 

thank all those who donated 

items - whether your item sold 

for a lot or a little, it helped 

boost the total.  The vacation 

homes especially helped us bring 

in the big numbers.  We want to 

thank our auctioneer Donna 

Livigni, Tony Suncireôs mom.  

Thanks to everyone who worked 

to prepare or serve or clean-up 

from the dinner or the auction.  

And thanks to everyone who bid 

on items.  How many people 

does it take to put on a success-

ful spaghetti dinner and auction?  

Over a hundred!  But together 

we made the Dinner and Auc-

tion one more thing that is 

GOOD at WEDGEWOOD. 
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December Bible Study 

Whatôs Good at Wedgewood 

THE VISITOR  

What are you getting Jesus for Christmas?  After all, it is his 

birthday!  Perhaps you could give a special gift to the church.  This 

year the Finance Committee has decided that the Christmas offering 

will go to two things: to help pay the bills of the church (yes, we are 

still behind) and as a gift to the OPEN-M Free Clinic.  We want to 

focus on others at this time of year and the OPEN-M Free Clinic is 

the only place in Akron that uninsured people can receive free 

health care. 

You can designate your gift to one of these areas (bills or 

Open-M) or just mark it for the Christmas offering.   

 

Thank you! 

Christmas Offering  
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Blue Christmas Service 

Christmas Dinner & Program 

Sunday, December 13th 

Dinner at 5:30 B Program at 7:00 

 

Please bring a dish to share and table service.  Ham, rolls and drink will be provided. The program will be 

fun for everyone with singing, skits, and a program with the children.  Who knows? B Maybe Santa will 

stop by!! 

 

Please note: If your last name begins with the letter A B H, please bring cold foods (appetizers, salads, 

sandwiches), I B R, please bring hot foods (vegetables, casseroles) and S B Z, please bring desserts. 

Christ United Methodist Church, 380 Mineola Avenue (between Delia and Mull Avenues, near 

Schneider Park) is hosing a Blue Christmas service on Sunday, December 20th at 3:00 pm.  This service 

is for persons who have lost loved ones, suffered unemployment, or divorce, or for any reason do not feel 

jolly@ during the holiday period.  It is an opportunity to worship with other persons who are also feeling 

Ablue@ during the Christmas season. 

Letôs Help Ellet Good Neighbors 

Again this year we will be collecting mittens, gloves, hats and scarves for children and teens in 

the Ellet area.  They will be given to Good Neighbors.  You may place your donation (s) on the tree at 

the top of the stairs.  Also, we are still collecting food items for Good Neighbors.  Each month, we will 

be highlighting specific food items that Good Neighbors has identified as foods they need the most.  The 

month of December, please bring in cans of soup and boxes of crackers.  Thank you for helping the 

needy in the Ellet area. 

Christmas Dinner & Program  

UMW Christmas Party  

Tuesday, December 15th B 6:30 pm 

(please note the date change)  

at the home of Jane Bowser 

All women of the church are invited to attend. Please bring finger food to share.  

UMW Christmas Party  



All Things Are Possible With God  

Sunday, December 20 at 11:30 

TOLERANCE  

and  

ACCEPTANCE  

of people different than  

ourselves. 

We will focus during the month 

of December on everyone hav-

ing different spiritual gifts given 

to us by God.  No gifts are 

greater than another personôs 

gifts like no person is more im-

portant in Godôs eyes than an-

other person. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN US AND INVITE 

YOUR FRIENDS!  

 

December Bible Verse:  

Together you are the body of 

Christ.  Each one of you is part 

of his body. (1Corinthians 10:31) 

drenôs Choir will sing and there 

will be a Childrenôs Sermon.  

We will sing traditional carols, 

with music by the 

praise band, and end 

with candlelight. 

The 11:00 service 

will be the traditional 

Christmas Eve Ser-

vice.  This service 

contains our favorite 

Christmas hymns, 

anthems by the Adult 

Choir and a meditation by Rev. 

Christmas Eve Services 

 7:00 PM & 11:00 PM 

Again this year 

we are having two 

Christmas Eve Ser-

vices.  The service at 

7:00 is designed for 

those who want to get 

to bed before midnight 

with special emphasis 

on participation by 

children.  The Chil-

Karen.  This will end at midnight 

with the lighting of Candles.  
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A Special Service of Carols and Readings 

Kidsô Club 2009-2010 

Christmas Eve Services 

THE VISITOR  
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There will be a Mt. T.O.P. Meet-

ing on Sunday, December 13th 

for anyone interested in informa-

tion about Mt. TOP and those 

who plan on going again.  The 

meeting is during the Sunday 

School hour and is in the Sr. 

High Youth Room. 

You are invited to bring a 

Christmas card for your 

church family to hang on 

the glass walls in the nar-

thex.  Instead of sending 

an individual card to eve-

ryone, bring one card to 

display during the month 

of December.  You can 

donate the money you save on 

cards and postage to the 

Christmas offering. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

The Boy Scouts . . .  

are making and selling sauerkraut balls 

during the months of  December & January.  

They are ready for sale  or  they are also taking 

orders.  The price is $5.00 per dozen. If you 

would like to place an order, please use the 

form below and give it to Becky Cooper or 

Chris & Debbie Engelhart. 
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MT. T.O.P. Meeting 

Christmas Cards for your Church Family 

Boy Scout News Congratulations toé.. 

Mike & Angie Armbrust on the birth 

of their son, Dominic Lee, November 

30th.  Don & Susie Armbrust are the 

proud grandparents . 

The 2010 calendars donated by 

Eckard Baldwin Funeral Home 

are available.  You will find 

them on the table in the gather-

ing area and in the Narthex.  

Please help yourself. 

 

2010 Calendars 

A Year of God-Sightings! 

Do you want to make 2010 your best year ever?  Then join us at church for a year of God Sightings.  The God Sight-

ings program invites us to see God in new ways and to share the ways we see him and learn about him with others.  

Some of the Sunday School classes will be participating and we will also have a couple of home-based small groups 

meeting.  There will be a journal you can purchase that will help you look for God.  You can also participate in the 

One Year Bible readings that will supplement your God sightings.  All of us wish God was more visible in our lives 

and the God Sightings program will help us learn to see him.  Watch for more details coming at the end of December 

and in the January newsletter. 

Coming in January 


