THE VISITOR

June, 2010

Pastor=s Column

EXCUSES! Thate excuses. 1 don=t like it when people give me reasons why
they couldn=t do something they said they would do. And I don=t like to make
excuses myself. One of my favorite Star Wars lines is Yoda=s ADo or do not. There
is no try.@ Jesus said something similar, ALet your answer be yes or no, anything
beyond that is evil.@ (Matthew 5:37).

What excuses are you making for not attending church? What excuses are
you making for not having a regular prayer time or reading the Bible every day?
What excuses are you making for watching tv or playing games on the computer
instead of interacting with your family? Where are you letting excuses get in the way
of doing what God wants you to do?

As a church we sometimes fall back on excuses. The worst one is Awe=ve
always done it this way@ or its converse Awe=ve never done it that way.@ I hate
those excuses. So what? If we keep doing things exactly as we always have been,
we will get the same result we always have. Sometimes I like to shake things up just
to see what rises to the top - or bottom. We also use the excuse of not enough money
or not enough volunteers. How many things have we not done for the Kingdom of
God because of these excuses?

I believe that if God wants it done, there is nothing that can stand in our way.
People may throw up flack, resources may be tight, there may only be a few
dedicated people willing to work on it. But I don=t want to stand in front of God
someday and offer up excuses. As a church, and as an individual following Christ, I
want to be able to tell him that I did everything I could for his Kingdom. And Inever



want to make excuses for not following him or not doing things his way.

How is Jesus knocking on your door? How is God calling you to change?
(Cont.)
Where do we need to let go of our excuses and be about the business of the Kingdom
of God? God is calling us to a future that is beyond what we can even imagine. In
order to get there we have to let go of the things that hold us back - like our excuses.

Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the
door, | will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with me.

(Revelation. 3:20)

What=s Good at Wedgewood

On Saturday, May 1, 16 people from Wedgewood went up to Redeemer UMC
in North Hill to work. Redeemer was built in 1919 and is a beautiful old church in
the Akron Plan style. Although the church once had almost 800 members, it now has
about 60 with an average attendance of 20, most of them over 70. So the church has
fallen into some disrepair and doesn=t have younger people to help. Julie and Mark
Verrona looked over the jobs that needed to be done and recruited people from
Wedgewood to get them done.

People from Wedgewood, Woodland, Redeemer and Hudson met on that day
to do some sprucing up of the church. We painted the pillars, doors, and the cross at
the front of the church. We weeded and tore down vines that had grown over fences
and started up the church walls. We picked up trash. We cleaned the gorgeous
woodwork in the sanctuary and mopped floors and stairs. We installed drop down
steps for attic access, eliminating the need for a rickety ladder that went up over a 30
foot stairwell.

People from the neighborhood stopped by to chat. Many of them thought the
church had been abandoned and were glad to see people working at the church. All
of them received an invitation to attend worship or share in the free lunches on
Fridays. Those of us who worked felt good about what we were doing together. We



were able to make a difference for the people of that church and that neighborhood.
AThis Old Church@ Work Day is just one more thing that is GOOD at
WEDGEWOOD!

From the Prayer Vigil

The prayer vigil in March was a wonderful time of devotion for those who
participated. People had an opportunity to write in a journal as they rotated through
the stations. For the next few months, we will include some of the things that were
written, but omit details that might identify individuals.

I pray for all of those who are not able to pray to you. I pray to you, Lord, for the
lost and lonely and for those who do not know you. God please bless all of us, you
know our hearts and prayers.

I pray for the poor, the hungry, and the homeless. I pray for compassion; the gift of
sympathy - to lose my judgement of others. Let me become less prideful, more
generous. Watch over all of those above. You know their hurts, sorrow, and
failures, their insecurities, desires, and dreams. Give them peace.

I pray for future believers who will come to know you in this place. I pray for this
church that we may be who you want us to be. Give us your direction and your
boldness.

L lift up two family members Lord. You know who they are. Each one has a special
need. I know you care about them.

Thank you for Rev. Karen, our teachers, and all here that work for your glory. Be
with those who don=t know you. May we be a guiding light. Thank you for friends
here and in our lives. Thank you for Jesus.

Lord, I pray for the spirit to awake in my loved ones. They are kind, caring, loving,
generous people but they need the support of faith in you.

Help me to overcome my bad food habit. Let me enjoy the good food you supply but
help me not to be enthralled by it. Help me also to learn how to uplift others, to



listen closely and avoid being unkind. You know I mean to be kind, but sometimes
I=m apt to say something in a hurtful way.

How to Sing a Hymn
Jrom AThe Unofficial United Methodist Handbook @

Hymn singing is a powerful United Methodist tradition. Part of the family
has been known as Asinging Methodists@ and some have said United Methodists
learn and express the theology most often by what they sing. One of the founders of
the movement, Charles Wesley (1707-1788) wrote over 6,000 hymns. His brother
John Wesley (1703-1791) gave directions for singing that still appear in the The
United Methodist Hymnal, including the advice Aabove all sing spiritually. Have an
eye on God in every word you sing.@

1. Locate hymns in advance. As you prepare for worship, consult the worship
bulletin or the hymn board to find numbers for the day=s hymns. Bookmark
these pages in the hymnal using an offering envelope, attendance card, or the
wrapper from a previously dispatched stick of chewing gum. Do not use the
chewing gum itself.

2. Familiarize yourself with the hymns. The hymnal contains a ton of
information about the hymns. Find the credits for author - words, and
composer - music (usually at the bottom of the hymn). When was it written?
The tune has a name of its own which is printed with the hymn. Many
hymnals group hymns by category; the category might be theological or
seasonal or topical.

3. Figure out those mystery numbers. See if the hymn has a series of
numbers at the bottom of the page. For example, you mightsee 11.11.11.5 or
77.77. Make some guesses as to what these numbers might be: shoe size of
composer or score of the game when the hymn was written. In truth, these
numbers count the meter, number of syllables, in each phrase of the hymn.
You can move a hymn text from one tune to another with the same meter.

4. Assist nearby visitors or children. Using a hymnal can be confusing. If



your neighbor seems disoriented, help them find the correct page, or let them

read from your book.
(Cont.)

5. Adopt a posture for best vocal performance. Hold the hymnal away from
your body at chest level. Place one hand under the spine of the binding,
leaving the other hand free to turn the pages. Keep your chin up so your
voice projects outward.

6. Begin singing. If the hymn is unfamiliar, sing the melody for the first verse.
Loud-singing neighbors may or may not be in tune, so follow them with
caution.

7. Focus on the hymn=s content. Some of the lyrics may connect with a

scripture reading of the day. Certain ones may be especially inspiring.

8. Avoid dreariness. Hymns are sometimes sung in such a serious way that the
congregation forgets to enjoy the music. Sing with energy and feeling.

(Next month: How to Sing a Praise Song)

~ e~~~

Did You Know?

Chelsea Scheck is at Mt. TOP to work as a staff member for the summer. In
order to do this she needs to raise money for her room, board and salary ($2,100). If
you would like to help her, you may do so by sending your donation to: Mt. TOP, Attn:
Partnership in Mission, PO Box 128, Altamont, TN 37301. (Please make checks
payable to Mt. TOP and memo your check Chelsea Scheck.) Or you can make your
check payable to Wedgewood UMC, and drop it in the collection plate. (Mark envelope:

Chelsea) Also, we want to keep Chelsea in our prayers as she is away from home this



summer ministering to the needs of the Cumberland Mountain people. To keep us

posted over the summer Chelsea has set up a blog spot : http://chelsea-

mountaintop2009.blogspot.com

Once again we will be doing a July/August newsletter. We have done this for
the past several years and it has worked well. Your July/August newsletter will be

delivered to your home as early as possible in July.

Lay Speaking Courses
Fall, 2010

Lay Speaking Ministries B Basic Course

August 27", 28" and September 18"
or
October 1%, 3™, and 16
(The same course is offered two different time. You should register for only

one session.)

This is the foundation course for Lay Speakers and it offers a broad
understanding of the many facets of Lay Speaking Ministries with a focus on
caring, communicating, and leadership. Participants will learn about servant
leadership and how to develop skills for leadership roles within the local church.

Individuals are encouraged to recognize their own spiritual gifts in order to use

them as God intended.



Church Lay Leaders, as well as other active laity, are encouraged to
take this course because it offers guidelines for best practices as a church
leader and outlines a number of ministries in which Lay Speakers may assume
roles. Those who complete the course are then eligible to be recognized as a
Local Lay Speaker. This newly revised basic course may also be taken by

Certified Lay Speakers to meet the three-year course requirement for renewal.

Registration Deadlines: August 6 or September 10"

All courses are held on Friday evenings (6:30 B 9:00 pm) and two
Saturdays (9:00 am B 4:30 pm) at Living Hope UMC, 3406 W. Hametown
Road, Norton. For registration information, please contact Debbie Sloan,

disloan1@aol.com or 330-677-9554. A registration form may be found on the

Canal District website (www.CanalDistrictUMC.org) under the AlLay Speakers@

tab or by calling the District Office if you do not have a computer.

Embrace Grace
By: Liz Curtis Higgs
Submitted by: Hulda Somerville

Dottie Ranson loaned me this book to read. It was such a good book



that | wanted to re-read it. It is the story of grace, forgiveness, and restoration.
His grace is available to all who will receive it. You have only to ask for His
Grace.

(Liz Curtis Higgs is the well know author of the Bad Girls of the Bible

series.)

NN N

Camp Fun and Son

An exciting 4 week sports, arts, nature and recreational day camp for

girls and boys ages 5 B 11

Nature Camp B June 28" to July 2™ ($50.00)
Survivor Camp B July 6™ to July 9™ ($40.00, no camp July 5")
Wet & Wild Camp B July 12" to July 16™ ($50.00)
Anything Goes Camp B July 19" to July 23™ ($50.00)

Brochures & Registration forms are available in the Gathering Area

Outreach and Missions . ..

This year instead of the Fall Fest, we are doing a school supply give away on August
14", The give away is a joint effort of Outreach and Missions. We are collecting
school supplies for the give away. Please bring in new items including: 8 pack basic
color washable markers, 24 pack crayons, glue sticks, notebooks, folders, pencil



cases, rulers, and any other school supplies.(Many of these items can be purchased in
bulk.) Please place the supplies in the bins marked Aschool supplies@ located near
the entrances. You may also make a monetary donation instead of purchasing items
and it will be used to purchase items we do not get.

Wedgewood=s ANNUAL Trash To Treasure Sale

The fun begins on Friday, June 18" at 9:00 am

COME & FIND YOUR NEW-TO-YOU TREASURE

then celebrate with a feast in our Food Court

The treasure hunt will conclude at 6:00 pm on Friday, but don=t worry; we will

reopen again on Saturday morning, June 19" at 9:00 am

Saturday, Closeout Sale will begin at 1:15 pm
Fill-A-Bag for $2.00

The sale will finish at 2:00 pm on Saturday

Volunteers for set-up, tear down, pricing, sorting and truck pick ups are greatly

appreciated.

Beginning the week of June 14", donations can be dropped off at the church
between 8:30 am & 12:00 pm and then again from 5:30 pm B 8:30 pm,
Monday through Thursday. Please note: Due to the volume of items we have
seen in the past, please no donations after 12:30 pm on Thursday. As always,

we will have truck pick ups for larger items throughout the week.



Due to liability issues we will no longer accept donations of infant/toddler car

seats. Thank you in advance for understanding.

Remember B if you donate, you get to shop early! So make sure you
contribute so you get your chance to find your new treasure. Tax receipts will

be available.

If you are interested in volunteering or need a truck pick up, please contact

Robin Merideth at 784-4707 or via e-mail at meridethmom@yahoo.com

Thanks in advance for helping to make this year=s sale a great success!

Thank you

We would like to thank everyone for their thoughts, prayers,
cards, and visits during the past few months as Ravenna has been
sick. She got such a big smile on her face every time a card arrived
in the box, or a friendly face popped in. She is doing better, but not
completely healed. These past five months have been so frustrating

for our family, and our Wedgewood family has been with us every



step of the way. You have all been there to listen, and to support us
emotionally and spiritually. Please keep our little Ravenna in your
prayers that she may be healed completely, and know that you are all
in our daily prayers. Thank you again.

The Bartley Family

! would like to thank everyone for the prayers, cards and food
given at the time of my mother, Kay Merrick=s passing. My church
family is certainly a blessing.

Betsy Hite

! would like to thank the Prayer Group for the donation made
to the church in honor of my birthday celebration. Also, thank you to
all the people who give me rides to and from church: Irene Spellman,
Dave & Dottie Ranson, Kerrol & George Graham and the many
others.

Prayers with Love,

Hulda Somerville
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You are invited to

An Anniversary Open House

For: Curt & Pat Minier



When: June 27" from 2:00 B 4:00 pm
Where: Wedgewood UMC Family Life Center

Please join us for a cake and punch reception to honor the 60™anniversary
of our parents. Please, no gifts.

Ten Dollar Give-Away Re-cap

On behalf of the Finance Committee, | would like to thank each and every one of you who

participated in any way in the Ten Dollar giveaway! Congratulations!

For five weeks, we all lived the parable in one way or another. Some joyfully, some
reluctantly, but all working together on a common goal - to realize those words Awell done, my
good and faithful servant, come into my house and share my joy!@ apply to Wedgewood

UMC-=s congregation!

Here are the results. We gave away 147 ten dollar bills and after our debt of $1,470 dollars,
God our Master, received $4,100. Well done! The money will be used as you requested: the

majority going to the general fund, missions, Mtn. TOP youth, chimes and adult music.

Most interesting was how each individual participated B some of us were very vocal and clearly
announced what we were doing; others were quiet and just went about their business; still
others knew it wasn=t something using their particular talents and they in turn supported

everyone else! Below are some words from the heart on how you used your ten dollars:

| found joy in sharing my jams, jellies and relishes with my new friends here. The
smiles when they tasted them made my day.

| bought sugar, flour, shortening, raisins, walnuts, brown sugar and peanut butter &



oatmeal. | made 7 dozen oatmeal cookies and 8.5 dozen peanut butter cookies.

| made my yummy snacks.

We aren=t a very creative group. We took our $30 and set it on the table. When we

looked at it, it made us think of our spending and we didn=t buy those Aextras@ we

often get and so we had an extra $20 to give to the church.

Helped with people=s computers and had bookkeeping assistance.

| took my $10 and bought cleaning supplies and did four cleaning jobs.

At first we didn=t really want to do this, but reluctantly took $10 with the idea of just

returning it with a donation. However, while sitting in church the following week the

thought came to me Ayou could bake bread@. So we got into the spirit and it was fun.

| sold grilled chicken salads | made at work for lunch to co-workers.

We combined our money and baked and decorated cupcakes and brownies. Took

them to friends and customers at work and asked for donations. Thanks to generous

people we collected a lot.

Had a massage parlor and bought lotion to do foot rubs and back massages for any

amount of money B had a lot of fun and learned a lot about giving to others.

We took perennials from our garden and had a flower sale at the mini-bazaar. (Cont.)
Two classes had an after church luncheon.

Made a decorated quilted sweatshirt jacket and tee shirt to match to sell.

As you can see, w e are a talented group. Thanks again to those who created,

baked, sold and bought!

Angel Food Ministri

Order Dates
Saturday, June 5™ B 10:00 to 11:00 am
Saturday, June 12" B 10:00 to 11:00 am
You may also order on line by going to Angelfoodministries.com

Distribution Dat



Saturday, June 19™ B 10:00 to noon
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Ask the Pastor

Sunday, June 20", will be AAsk the Pastor Sunday@. This is the Sunday that Rev. Karen
answers questions from the congregation. Your question(s) may be on any subject:
personal or structural (Why don=t you preach on . . ., Why do we . . . ), theological
(Why do we believe . . .) or biblical (What does the Bible say about . . .). Please use
the form below for your question(s). You may put them in Rev. Karen=s mailbox,
hand them to her personally, drop them in the offering plate, leave them in the office,

or send them to her by e-mail. June 6" is the last day to turn in your question(s).




Serving the Church in June

9:30 Service

Greeters

6 Tom & Marge Schuck
13 Heidi & Hannah Blum
20 Art & Helen Campbell
27 Bob & Helen Riggle

Nursery

6 Dawn McKeel & Erin Ingham
13 Irene Spellman & Dolores Clifford
20 Dottie Ranson & Eleanor Recob
27 TBA

Toddler Room
6 Star Elijah
13 TBA
20 Jennifer Richmond
27 Helen Smith & Pam Boothe

Altar Flowers
6 Jean & George Barron B In celebration of

their 61 anniversary.
13 OPEN B Would you like this date?

20 Kerrol Graham B In memory of Wilbur &
Bernice Brown & the Claus family in
memory of Ken Claus.

27 Marla Zwoll B In memory of parents, Oliver

Liturgists

6 Russ Eckard

13 Nick Varga
20 Balinda Guest
27 Niki McGaffick

Ushers

Ted Wood

Art Campbell
Curt Minier
Bill Northcraft
Jack Mensch
John Ferguson

Children=s Time
27 Karen Lake

Acolytes
6 Sydney McGaffick &

Bethany Witwer

13 Sean Merideth &
Austin Croft

20 Abbey Suncire &

Kelly Pratt

27 Anna Suncire &

Alex Biege

and Ermel Zwoll, sister, Merle & brother, Oliver, Jr.






Serving the Church in June
11:30 Service
Head Usher Scripture Reader
Denise Markland 6 Jenny McKeel
13 Pam Varga
20 Pete Remier
Children=s Church 27 Becky Cooper
6 Shelly Biege
13 Jenny Falls
20 Becky Cooper Nursery
27 Nancy Messenger 6 Diane Rembiesa
13 Wendy Shepherd
20 Debbie Engelhart
Children=s Helpers 27 Charlene McKeel
6 Jessica Biege
13 Pam Varga
20 Alex Biege Children=s Time
27 Jenna Messenger 27 Karen Lake

~~ o~~~

DIRECTORY ADDITIONS B Our Newest Members

Bob & Pat Skinner Josh Seeley

1138 Stanwood 1532 Hawthorne Street
Akron, OH 44313 Mogadore, OH 44260
330-753-8365 330-814-4646
Directory Changes....

Amanda Mills

1333 Weathervane Lane

Akron, OH 44313
330-322-5034

Hulda Somerville B dianasl@neo.rr.com  Dian Flanders B 330-858-6225
Ryan Carris B ryancarris @ gmail.com John Hartley Bjohnhartley @ gmail.com
Bev Staats B 304-674-6641 (for text message only)



June 2010

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
9:00 Weight Watchers 5:00 YF Picnic 8:00 Men=s Breakfast
6:00 Fellowship Dinners 7:15 Softball-Margaret Pk #1 10:00 AFM Order Taking
7:00 Craft Time 7:00 Weight Watchers 7:30 CODA
6 Luke 8:22-25 7 8 9 10 11 12
9:30 & 11:30 W. Service OFFICE CLOSED 9:00 Weight Watchers 10:00 AFM Order Taking
10:45 Sunday School 11:00 Prayer Group
12:30 Praise Band
1:45 Softball-Airport #2 6:30 SPRC 6:00 Fellowship Dinners 6:15 Softball-Margaret Pk#1
FLC in Use 7:00 Boy Scouts 7:30 Worship Committee 7:00 Weight Watchers 7:00 Venture Crew 7:30 CODA
13 Acts 18:5-11 14 15 16 17 18 19
9:30 & 11:30 W. Service OFFICE CLOSED 11:00 Craft Time 9:00 Weight Watchers 9:00 Trash & Treasure Sale 9:00 Trash & Treasure Sale
10:45 Sunday School 11:00 Prayer Group 10:00 AFM Distribution
12:30 Praise Band 6:00 Fellowship Dinners 11:15 Close Out Sale
1:45 Softball-Airport #2 7:00 Boy Scouts 6:30 UMW 7:00 Weight Watchers 7:15 Softball-Margaret Pk #1
FLCinUse | = cocmmmemeeeeee | e Trash & Treasure Set Up - [ = oo 7:30 CODA Fellowship Hall in Use
20  Ask the Pastor 21 22 23 24 25 26
Father=s Day OFFICE CLOSED 9:00 Weight Watchers
9:30 & 11:30 W. Service 11:00 Prayer Group
10:45 Sunday School 6:00 Fellowship Dinners 7:15 Softball-Nesmith #2 FLC in Use
3:00 Softball-Airport #2 7:00 Boy Scouts 7:00 Weight Watchers 7:00 Venture Crew 7:30 CODA
27  Mark 14:12-15 28 29 30
9:30 & 11:30 W. Service OFFICE CLOSED 9:00 Weight Watchers
10:45 Fellowship & S. School 11:00 Prayer Group
12:30 Praise Band 6:00 Fellowship Dinners
FLC in Use 7:00 Boy Scouts 7:00 Weight Watchers
3:00 Softball-Airport #2 | e | e Camp | Fun & Son --------—-

During the month of June we are collecting canned vegetables and canned meats for Ellet Good Neighbors.
Rev. Karen will be at Annual Conference from after church on June 13" until Friday, June 18". Please call the church office for your pastoral needs.

The Youth Mission Team will leave for TN Saturday, May 19" and return Saturday, May 26". Please remember to keep them in your prayers.



Birthdays this month

O W 0 & 00 N N o W nn -

N e N —
© O O U A P W W W = = =S 0O

Bob Riggle

Curt Minier
Lonnie Massey
Debbie Hammer
Sharon Powers
Kelli Mensch
Nicole Sennett
Rachel Davis
John Ferguson
Bev Merideth
Susie Armbrust
Sydney Dutton
Michael Bolyard
Evan Jenson
Ryan Harrison
Tom Hartley
Josh Green
Blake Messenger
Ruby Burdette
Mitchell Shepherd
Jean Stickles
Jason McKeel
Pam Boothe

Jack Cooper

19

20
20
21

23
26
27
28

28
28
28
29
29

Donna Werner
Bill Thornton
Gayle Cross
Paul Blum
Zach Seeley
Ed Herbruck
Jared Sager

Greg Greenwald

Marissa Summers
Casey Oliver
Zanna Belacic
Jessica Biege

Lily Bartley
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God Sightings
Weekly Readings

June 4" - June 10

2 Samuel 22:1-Kings 7:51



Acts 2:1-7:50
Psalms 122-128
Proverbs 16:19-33

June 11" - June 17"
1Kings8:1-18:46
Acts 7:51-11:30
Psalms 129-135
Proverbs 17:1-13

June 18" B June 24"

1 Kings 19:1-2 Kings7:20
Acts 12:1-16:15

Psalms 136-142
Proverbs 17:14-25

June 25" - July 1

2 Kings8:1-19:37
Acts 16:16-21:17
Psalms 143-149
Proverbs 12-26-18:8



